Intensive English Reading & Writing
Fall, 2019

	Course No.
	HA1304
	Classroom
	Tamgu 
2208 ECC-1
	Hours
	3 Credits 
3 hours/ 16 weeks 

	Instructor
	Nathan Roberts ( nathanroberts@kaist.ac.kr )
	Office Hours
	Mon. 10:50~11:40
Wed. 14:40~15:30
Thur. 14:40~15:30




1. Course Description

This course is designed to further enhance students’ academic English proficiency in the areas of reading and writing which are essential components necessary for success at the collegiate level. Students will develop advanced reading and writing comprehension skills over this course with a large focus on improving written composition and textual analysis ability. In addition, this curriculum seeks to inspire critical thinking in learners by exposing them to a diverse collection of academic articles, journals, and essays curated from distinguished media resources on a weekly basis.


2. Objectives

· To develop analytical writing fundamentals i.e. basic essay format.
· To introduce academic research techniques i.e. thesis development.
· To apply both scientific and creative approaches to cultivating critical thinking. 


3.   Class Materials

· Textbook: Q: Skills for Success – Reading and Writing 3, Second Edition (Gramer & Ward, 2016).
· Writing Materials: notebook, pen, pencil, and a highlighter.
· Storage: folder or binder.




		
**ALL MATERIALS ARE REQUIRED IN CLASS** Failure to bring necessary materials can result in a reduction of points in the class participation portion of your grade.
4.  Evaluation Criteria


Attendance (10%) 

In-class attendance is graded based upon a student's ability to be present, prepared, and on time for every single class. Students who are tardy or accumulate unexcused absences will be penalized for their negligence. 


Homework (30%)

Each class is conducted 3 times a week. At the end of the 1st weekly class (Day 1) a homework assignment will be handed out, which is due the following week at the beginning of class (Day 1). These homework assignments will essentially be weekly journal entries, 2-paragraphs (10 sentences) in length. 


Class Participation (30%)

Class participation is a vital component of this course due to the Socratic teaching method employed by the curriculum. Students are required to verbally contribute to every class, by expressing at least one idea coherently in English. Students will not be coerced into speaking, although the quality of their class participation will be constantly evaluated.  


Project (20%)

The project for this course will be a creative exercise, drawing upon the themes of the semester. The student will take a leadership role in curating his/her project materials and will tasked with competing this assignment at the end of the semester.   


Final (10%)

The final will be an in-class assignment, administered during the final testing period at the end of the semester. The purpose of this examination will be to determine the pure writing skill of every student, without the aid of any online resources which may have helped improve their writing assignments throughout the semester. 







5. Class Policies

Language Usage

· All students should speak English in the classroom unless an emergency situation or a similar circumstance arises. Students who fail to follow this rule will receive a reduction in their participation grade.
· All students are prohibited from using abusive or offensively profane language during class time. Rude, derogatory, prejudice, or insubordinate behavior will not be tolerated under any circumstances. 
· For administrative purposes students should refrain from using English names in class and instead defer to whichever name is registered in attendance. 

Late Assignments

· In order to receive credit for late work, students must ask permission in advance for an extension on their assignment. They will do so knowing that upon submitting their work, the teacher will reduce their final score by a full grade. Work that is unexcused will not be accepted outside of extreme circumstances.

Plagiarism

· Group projects and assignments will not be facilitated due to the nature of the course curriculum. Therefore, each student is wholly responsible for the quality and integrity of their own academic work. If any student is found guilty of plagiarizing another individual's work, they will receive an automatic failing grade of 0% without exception.  
		
Assignment Grading

· √+ (100%): Work is creative, organized, and void of any grammatical errors.
· √ (90%): Work is sufficient, organized, but has minor grammatical errors.
· √- (80%): Work is disorganized and has many grammatical errors.
· - (70%): Work is unintelligible to a native English speaker.













6. Final Grades

Your final grade will be calculated using the following scale:

	Grade
	Percentage
	Points

	A+
	95% – 100%
	95 - 100

	A0
	90% – 94%
	90 - 94

	A-
	85% – 89%
	85 - 89

	B+
	80% – 84%
	80 - 84

	B0
	75% – 79%
	75 - 79

	B-
	70% – 74%
	70 - 74

	C+
	65% – 69%
	65 - 69

	C0
	60% – 64%
	60 - 64

	C-
	55% – 59%
	55 - 59

	D+
	50% – 54%
	50 – 54

	D0
	45% – 49%
	45 - 49

	D-
	40% – 44%
	40 - 44

	F
	35% – 39%
	35 - 39



Course Schedule 
(Assignments may be subject to change during the semester and will likely do so) 

	Week
	Classwork
	Homework Assignment

	1 
	Course Overview + Introduction to Essay Writing
	Personal Essay (test run)

	2
	Unit 1: How do you make a good first impression? Pt. 1

	Article: The Best Leaders Make Unforgettable First… (Forbes)

	3
	Unit 1: How do you make a good first impression? Pt. 2
	Article: Why A Little Conflict Isn’t… (Star Tribune)

	4
	Unit 2: What makes food taste good? Pt 1
	Article:  Inside ‘Mukbang’ (Today)

	5
	Unit 2: What makes food taste good? Pt. 2
	Article: Has Fast Food Become Worse… (Medical News Today)

	6
	Unit 3: How has technology affected our lives? Pt.1

	Article: Private Smarts (Scientific American)

	7
	Unit 3: How has technology affected our lives? Pt.2
	Article: Dubai Decrees Itself the A.I. City… (Time)

	8
	Unit 4: Does advertising help or harm us?

	Article: Facebook Users Cannot Avoid… (The Guardian)

	9
	Unit 5: Why do people take risks?

	Article: The 5 Big Risks to Investing in Bitcoin (Mic)

	10
	Unit 6: Why do people help each other?

	Article: How Nonprofits Are Reaching… (The Chronicle)


	11

	Unit 7: How can a small amount of money make a big difference?

	Article: You Should Budget For Charitable… (Forbes)

	12
	Unit 8:  What does it take to be successful?

	Article: 3 Habits of Highly Successful People… (NBC)

	13
	Alt. Unit: How can environmental hazards affect our daily lives?
	Article: Seoul Turns to Technology… (U.S. News)

	14
	TBD 
	TBD
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Textbook Work 
(These assignments should be treated as homework unless otherwise directed. Both vocabulary and grammar assignments will be due on the third day of each week.)

	Week
	Vocabulary Assignment 
	Grammar Assignment

	1 
	None
	None



	2
	Unit 1: Pg 8 + 14-15
	Pg 23+ 24
(Conditional Statements)

	3 
	None
	None

	4
	Unit 2: Pg 33 + 40-41
	Pg 49
(Adjective Sequence)

	5
	None
	None

	6
	Unit 3: Pg 59 + 67

	Pg 75-76
(Parallel Structure)

	7 
	None

	None

	8

	Unit 4: Pg 85-86 + 92-93

	Pg 100-101
(Compound Sentences)

	9
	Unit 5: Pg 109-110 + 118
	Pg 125-126
(Past & Present Tenses)

	10
	Unit 6: Pg 135-136 + 144

	Pg 153-154
(Gerunds and Infinitives)

	11
	Unit 7: Pg 163-164 +171-172
	Pg 181
(Complex sentences)

	12
	Unit 8: Pg 191 + 196-197
	Pg 205
(Sentence Fragments)



